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the most time discusgnis that thg would rather continue with their filibuster of the Education Sgss/iccount PLUS bill. That
bill is bipartisan--in fact, three out of its four joaprovisions are Democratfwroposals to improve education in America. The one
proposal that may, though not all, Democratsppose is a Coverdetiroposal to epand the tax credit that American families can
take to save for their children's educations. Democdsse thaproposal because it will let families use those sgvifor their
children's K-12 educational panses as well as their caieexpenses. Even thgh the estimate is that most of the mpméll be
used for egenses for children ipublic schools, and even thglunot one cent will be taken from tpablic schools, the teachers
unions are pset because tiidear that thg may lose a little control because some low-incqraeents, who otherwise could not
afford to send their children fwivate schools, will use this creditget their children out of dgerous and failig public schools.

Democrats did not have ergiuvotes to stp cloture on takig up the education bill. Thetherefore decided to conduct a
"filibuster by amendment.” Their lpe was to delaproceediigs lorg enowgh, or toget enogh oljectionable amendments gtied,
that the Senate would either move on to other matters or gaitesafinalpassge. Franky, our collegues need tguit beirg so
partisan. Democrats seem to feel qgatted to filibuster virtualy evel piece of Igislation that comes to the floor. Theven
conducted a filibustergainst renamig National Aimport after former President Rgamn; that filibuster, to manof us, seemed an
incredibly mean-gpirited way to treat thagreat American, who has Alzheimer's Disease and is deteripragiially.

If we had allowed the filibuster go forward tenpers would have flared. The mood in the Senate can and has hEisom®us
whenpartisanpolitics have run the debate. Therefore, thédvity Leader filed cloture on the bill and set it aside. That action moved
negotiations off of the floor, where Senators from both sideghtrite tenpted tograndstand, to calmer setjs; The A-Plus
Education Bill alreag has broad Ipartisan spport, but that does not mean that therg mat be was to attract even moresort.
Our he is that angreement mayet be reached on a fair wo proceed with the consideration of this bill. However, we are not
going to go throwgh a rancorous filibusteytamendment that in the end will not solvgthing. We will bepatient; we are najoing
to insist on angreement in a daor two. However, if angieement cannot be reached, those Democratic Senators pyoot i+
Plus education sauis accounts are eventyatjoing to have to decide if thyewill support cloture or kill this bill.

Those opposinghe motion tgroceed contended:

Our votes gainst the motion tproceed should not be viewed apssimy opposition to the tregt Instead, we arprotestirg
theparliamentay situation. Democrats wish to offer maamendments to theendirg education bill. Unfortunatg| Republicans
are not willirg to entertain manamendments. Tlyehave asked Democrats tgree to considerieither a sigle Democratic
substitute or elspist a few amendments. Democrats have refused,mdR@ns have filed cloture and have set the bill aside until
the cloture vote. If cloture is invoked, grgermane amendments will be in order. Dgrihe time that the bill is bejnset aside,
our Republican collegues have braght up the NATO eyansion treat. In effect, thg are usig the debate on this measure for filler
until they get their cloture vote. The debate opaxdirg NATO is much too serious a matter to be treated in this mannpecHis
time for considerig it should be set, and the Senate should havegthledebate. The Senate should certamdt be considern
it just to Kill time agpart of a Reublican effort to mamiulate the Senate rules in orderg@vent Democrats from offeign
amendments. Therefore, pnotest, we ppose the motion tproceed.



